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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 4/10/06 . 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 9-24 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 9:24 is/are rejected. 
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8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 9-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Boschi 
(U.S. 3,051,469). 

Boschi discloses a vehicle suspension comprising a coil spring (Element 19) 
mounted between two supports of variable spacing (Fig. 1), wherein at least one end of 
said spring bears against a corresponding one of said supports via an elastically 
deformable bushing of variable stiffness and presenting significant variation in stiffness 
(Fig. 1-5, Element 21), said bushing being secured to the corresponding one of said 
supports (Fig. 1). 

With respect to claim 10, Boschi also discloses that said spring (Element 19) is of 
constant stiffness. 

Regarding claim 11, Boschi also discloses that said bushing (Element 19) 
comprises a thick annular base of elastomer material that is elastically deformable, in 
this case rubber. 

With respect to claim 12, Boschi further discloses that said base includes an 
annular recess (Figs. 1-4). 
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Regarding claim 13, Bosclii also discloses that said base includes a plurality of 
recesses that are regularly spaced apart circumferentially (Figs. 2-4). 

With respect to claims 14 and 16-17, Boschi further discloses that said bushing 
includes an annular groove shaped and dimensioned to receive a corresponding end 
turn of said spring (Figs. 2-4). 

Regarding claims 15 and 18-20, Boschi also discloses that said bushing is made 
as a single piece of said elastomer material (Figs. 1-4). 

With respect to claims 21-24, Boschi further discloses that said bushing is 
interposed between each of said supports and a corresponding end turn of said spring. 
Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a. Wohler et al. (U.S. 5,470,049) discloses a spring support that may be of 
interest to the applicant. 

b. Bono et al. (U.S. 6,149,171) discloses a spring isolator for a motor vehicle 
that may be of interest to the applicant. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Rocca whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5191 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through 
Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher P Ellis/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3618 

/Joseph Rocca/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3616 



